
Gloucestershire Economic Growth Joint Committee
Making Green Infrastructure Work for Gloucestershire AGENDA NO: 8

Meeting Date 5th September 2018
Purpose of Report

To consider an invitation from the Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership 
(GLNP) to support their proposed Green Infrastructure Pledge. 

 

Background 
Documents

1.“Making Green Infrastructure Work for Gloucestershire - for our 
communities, wildlife and economy”; refered to as ‘the pledge’ within 
this report

2.“Building with Nature”
Location/Contact 
for inspection of 
Background 
Documents

‘Making Green Infrastructure Work for Gloucestershire - for our 
communities, wildlife and economy’ is appended at the end of this report.  

“Building with Nature” can be found at
https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/

 More information about the GLNP can be found  at:

http://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/

Officer Nigel Riglar
01452 328470
Nigel.Riglar@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Recommendations

That the Committee recognises the importance of well planned green 
infrastructure, supports the objectives of the pledge and encourages each 
of the member Councils to consider signing it; and,

Requests that periodic reports, at least annually, are brought forward 
illustrating how each of the 7 member Councils are taking the pledge forward.  

Reasons for 
recommendations

To allow the Committee to recognise the importance of Green Infrastructure 
and to invite member Councils to consider signing the pledge. 

Resource 
Implications

There are no direct financial implications for the Committee. Each member 
Council will need consider any resource implications as part of their 
considerations of whether to sign or not.

https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/
http://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/
http://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/


MAIN REPORT CONTENTS

Green Infrastructure (GI)

1. Green Infrastructure (GI) is the network of natural and semi-natural features within and 
between our villages, towns and cities. These features range in scale, from individual 
street trees, green roofs and private gardens through to parks, rivers and woodlands, 
transport corridors, verges  and, at the larger scale, wetlands, forests and agricultural land.  
Green Infrastructure is increasing recognised as have a number of benefits primarily:

 Climate Change
o Heat amelioration 
o Reducing flood risk
o Improving water quality
o Sustainable urban drainage

 Economic growth and investment 
o Inward investment and job creation
o  Land and property values.
o  Local economic regeneration

 Land regeneration 
o Regeneration of previously developed land 
o Improving quality of place
o Increasing environmental quality and aesthetics

 Wildlife and habitats 
o Increasing habitat area
o Increasing populations of some protected species
o Increasing species movement.

Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership (GLNP) and its Green Infrastructure 
Pledge

2. Local Nature Partnerships (LNPs) bring together local organisations, businesses and 
people who want to improve their local natural environment. LNPs are recognised by the 
government who intend that LNPs  will help their local area to manage the natural 
environment as a system and to embed its value in local decisions for the benefit of nature, 
people and the economy. To achieve this LNPs are self-sustaining strategic partnerships 
of a broad range of local organisations, businesses and people with the credibility to work 
with, and influence, other local strategic decision makers.

3. All seven Gloucestershire local authorities are among the partners in the GLNP. At the 
GLNP conference on 26th October 2018 partners will be asked to sign up to a Green 
Infrastructure Pledge (appendix 1). By doing so the partners will commit to develop, and 
maintain, the significant green infrastructure within Gloucestershire by considering it within 
their core business activities. 

4. Officers have worked with GLNP to make sure that the pledge is consistent with national 
planning policy. It also accords with approaches that individual planning authorities are 
taking to Green Infrastructure in their planning policy frameworks. As such the pledge is an 
opportunity for each of the member Councils to consider re-confirming their support for well 



planned Green Infrastructure and the benefits that brings to new and existing communities. 
That said it is for each Council to make its own decision on whether to sign the pledge or 
not, either before the GLNP conference or at a convenient time thereafter.

5. In light of this it would still be appropriate for the Committee to recognise the importance of 
well planned green infrastructure, support the objectives of the pledge and encourage each 
of the member Councils to consider signing it. If members were so minded this would form 
the basis of a communication that could be used by the GLNP at its conference.

6. To help the committee maintain oversight of this important aspect of the development mix 
it is recommended that officers bring back periodic reports, at least annually, setting out 
how the pledge is being taken forward in the County.

Options:
The importance of Green Infrastructure is not in dispute and already forms an important part of 
Planning policy Frameworks in the County so the main issue for each Council is to decide 
whether to sign the pledge or not. . 

Risk Assessment  
Each member Council will need to do its own risk assessment of the value added associated 
with signing the pledge in support of its current work on Green Infrastructure..

 
Officer Advice
Officers believe that the pledge is a helpful addition to the debate around Green Infrastructure 
and provides a context and focus for continued action by the 7 Councils. The wording is 
consistent with national planning policy and accords with the approach already being taken at 
a local level by the member Councils. The Pledge and regularly considering progress against 
it would provide the Committee with a practical way of maintaining oversight of an important 
issue that underpins the delivery of good quality development.



APPENDIX ONE

Making Green Infrastructure Work for Gloucestershire – for our 
communities, wildlife and economy

Our Pledge is a promise to commit to making Gloucestershire a pioneer of green infrastructure, creating 
a better, more attractive place to live, work and visit, as well as becoming an exemplar for the rest of 
the country. 

Our Commitment to a Greener Gloucestershire
As our population grows and becomes wealthier, so do the demands we make for land, water and other 
natural resources. Our natural assets provide a wide range of services essential to society and the 
economy and so need to be safeguarded to ensure their longevity. Through investment in green 
infrastructure, we can help to square this circle, since this approach allows development to take place in 
ways that work with the grain of nature. To bring about the required shift in favour of green 
infrastructure requires clear leadership and a vision that is shared by all involved in every aspect of 
development. 

This is what our pledge seeks to achieve. It commits all sectors to embed green infrastructure into how 
we plan for Gloucestershire’s future development and regeneration.  Gloucestershire has already led 
the way in developing the Building with Nature benchmark1 and a number of innovative green 
infrastructure projects, for example, those funded through European Structural and Investment Funds 
(ESIF) administered by the Gloucestershire Local Enterprise Partnership (Gfirst LEP), and the Natural 
Flood Management (NFM) projects throughout the Stroud Valley. The pledge will take forward this 
pioneering work by committing all parties to action. If we succeed in this, our communities, economy 
and wildlife will benefit immeasurably. 

Why Green Infrastructure?
Green infrastructure is not just about providing space for wildlife and recreation. It is truly multi-
functional. It can improve water management, air quality, public safety, food and energy security, public 
health and wellbeing, social cohesion, along with climate change adaptation and mitigation. Green 
infrastructure is as important as the buildings themselves, the roads that connect them, the power and 
water that supplies them – all provide the essential ingredients that go into making a place function 
effectively. In brief, people need green infrastructure to help lead more fulfilling lives and be resilient 
for future challenges – and nature needs it to survive in our increasingly humanised world. 

1 Building with Nature is a new benchmark for the design and maintenance of green infrastructure in housing and 
commercial development based at Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.

https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/


Our Green Vision
Our vision is of a greener Gloucestershire is where nature-based solutions is threaded through urban 
areas, providing a multi-functional approach to the design and management of urban infrastructure, 
open spaces and recreation grounds; where the benefits of nature create a more resilient county for 
both people and wildlife, not just to protect but to support growth, whether that is environmentally, 
socially or economically; where consideration is given to upstream and downstream solutions and 
services that nature provides; where environmental net gain2 is demonstrated through green 
infrastructure; and where this is brought about by numerous joined-up, local level initiatives across the 
county.

Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership
Growing a Greener Gloucestershire: A pledge created by the Gloucestershire Local Nature 
Partnership seeking commitment to making Gloucestershire a pioneer of green 
infrastructure, creating a better, more attractive place to live, work and visit, as well as 
becoming an exemplar for the rest of the country.

The Pledge
We, the undersigned, recognise the importance of our natural environment and the shared resources 
on which we rely. We understand we must meet the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Each of us will promote, create and enhance 
green infrastructure in Gloucestershire for the benefit of all, working in cross-sector partnership 
wherever possible to deliver the following actions:

1. We will commit to working in favour of sustainable development, delivering against the revised National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (July 2018) where is states development and policies should make 
sufficient provision for “conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment, 
including landscapes and green infrastructure, and planning measures to address climate change mitigation 
and adaptation.” [para. 20].

2. We will aim to utilise appropriate, high-quality green infrastructure, wherever possible, to protect lives, 
communities, wildlife and economic growth from the likely effects of development and climate change – 
including flooding and pollution – through such methods as natural flood management systems, street trees 
and sustainable drainable systems. 

3. We accept to delivering healthy, inclusive and safe places as required in chapter 8 of the revised NPPF, 
acknowledging the importance of green and blue spaces as essential components to health and happiness of 
our communities. We seek to utilise tools that help us identify what ‘good’ green infrastructure looks like and 
ensure sufficient thought is put into providing relevant, high-quality, safe and accessible green space for 
people that encourages active lifestyles, social inclusion and community engagement with nature. 

4. We will take a strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing networks of habitats and green 
infrastructure, minimising impacts on the natural environment, whilst providing net gains for biodiversity and 
enhancing natural capital on a landscape scale – as outlined within the revised NPPF [para. 170/171]. In 
doing so we will also contribute to the ‘Nature Recovery Network’ outlined within the 25 Year Environment 
Plan, utilising green infrastructure to link habitats for the recovery of our wildlife and the wider range of 
public benefits this network will provide. 

5. We will seek to apply high quality green infrastructure principles to the retrofit of buildings as well as to new 
developments. We understand that green infrastructure can help build a strong, competitive economy whilst 



positively impacting lives through regeneration initiatives. Green infrastructure can make properties more 
sustainable, increase housing value, boost climate resilience, promote social inclusion, and improve 
desirability of local areas.  

To support the progression and delivery of this pledge, we will establish a Gloucestershire leadership 
group for green infrastructure. This group will meet regularly, with the aim of reporting in 12 months’ 
time in order to share progress, exchange best practice and demonstrate measurable positive action. It 
will work with public, private and third sector bodies to align this green infrastructure initiative with the 
emerging conclusions of the Gloucestershire 2050 Vision, whilst taking on board developments in 
national policy, such as the revised National Planning Policy Framework, Clean Growth Strategy, 
Industrial Strategy and the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan.


